
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS
O F  F A I T H  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y

Stained glass window in the church depicting St Teresa
with children from both the United Kingdom and Africa



PARISH HISTORY
After World War 1, the emerging new town of Beaconsfield had no Catholic 
church, so services were held in the hall of the Beaconsfield Railway Hotel.
G K Chesterton, the writer, philosopher, lay theologian, and literary critic was 
received into the Catholic Faith in Beaconsfield in 1922. He became a leading 
supporter and patron in the parish, helping to build the new church on this 
site. The building was completed in 1926, the year after St. Teresa of Lisieux 
was canonised. It was blessed and opened in 1927. 
During 2WW, the Free French were welcomed to the thriving church, as were 
evacuees from St. Edward’s School, Marylebone.  Further additions were 
made in 1939, the transept, and 2003, the narthex.
A strong outreach programme has formed a big part of parish life for decades 
helping the vulnerable and lonely locally, nationally, and internationally. As 
our parish centenary approaches, February 2027, we wish to support future 
parishioners to be able to carry on this community work.
Today we give thanks for all who prayed, served, and gave so that this church 
might flourish.

G. K. Chesterton

G. K. Chesterton lived in Beaconsfield from 1909 until his death in 1936. He 
converted to Catholicism in 1922 and was the Chairman of the Fundraising 
Committee for the building of St. Teresa’s Church.
In the church there is a beautiful stained glass window depicting
St Francis of Assisi. This is a memorial to Keith and Frances Chesterton. 
The Chestertons also donated the statue of Our Lady, still displayed in the 
Church.
The Martyrs’ Chapel was completed in 1947 as a formal memorial to him. 
The Chapel’s design was inspired by a cell in the Tower of London where 
both St John Fisher and St Thomas More were imprisoned. Chesterton is 
buried in Shepherds Lane Cemetery.
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ST. TERESA’S AT THE HEART OF OUR COMMUNITY  
Whilst St. Teresa’s is the focal point for its parishioners, its impact extends to the local 
community and beyond. These include: 

•   Activities in support of the poor, lonely or sick in the area – Weekly ‘Coffee & Company’ 
– home visits – transport to hospitals, Mass, etc. – annual outing – Christmas Day Dinner 
with URC Church.

•   St. Michael’s School (High Wycombe) – Food vouchers for low-income families and 
financial support for school activities.

•  Food and clothes bank – weekly collection.
•  CAFOD – Catholic Fund for Overseas Development
•  Supporting the Leonard Cheshire Home in Mongu, Zambia

Unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven
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BUILDING THE NEXT CENTURY  
As we celebrate our centenary, we are also looking forward with 
hope.

To ensure St Teresa’s remains a welcoming and accessible church 
for future generations, essential work is now needed to preserve 
and strengthen our buildings.

Our Goal: £100,000 for a 100 Years
Our Centenary Appeal will support:
•   Upgrading the lighting & AV system, to be sustainable and low 

energy
•  Redecorating the church interior and enhance the Sanctuary area
•  Refurbishing the wooden floor and replace the altar carpet
Every gift, large or small, helps continue this shared mission.

Thank you for being 
part of our story to 
help shape the next 
century — so that 
future generations 
may find faith, 
hope, and a sense 
of belonging at St. 
Teresa’s.

Please see back 
panel for details of 
how to support the 
appeal.



I am delighted to say a few words to launch 
the Centenary Appeal of St Teresa’s Church, 
Beaconsfield.

When the church was opened in 1927, Beaconsfield was still a 
growing town. As developments have taken place, St Teresa’s 
established itself as a landmark not just for the Catholic parish 
but for the whole town. Today it is a thriving community which 
has strong links locally and internationally!
 
As we celebrate our centenary year, we hope to improve on the 
fabric of the building making it a fitting place for worship and 
enabling it to continue to play a part in the life of the town and 
neighbourhood. 

I hope that what you read here will encourage you to make a 
donation, small or large, to ensure that St. Teresa’s fulfils its 
centenary theme: 

‘A Century of Faith, a Future of Hope’ !

With my thanks,

Mgr. S. Healy
Mgr Seán Healy,
Parish Priest



PLEASE SUPPORT THE 
NEXT 100 YEARS AND BE 

PART OF OUR STORY.
If you feel able to support our Centenary Appeal to secure the future of

St Teresa’s Church for generations to come, there are several ways
you can help by donating to the fundraising.

•  One-off Donation
•  Monthly Payments

•  Legacy Gift

For details, please contact:
Email: fundraising.stteresabeaconsfield@northamptondiocese.org 

Your support, whatever form it may take, is deeply appreciated.

It isn’t enough to love; we must prove it.
‘ Story of a Soul’ by St Teresa of Lisieux

 


